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MFP-087 
Interviewee: Tommy Farmer 
Interviewer: Marna Weston 
Date: September 21, 2011 
	  
F: My name is Tommy Farmer. I used to be right down there. Between them two—

that house there. I used to be Mr. Moore’s neighbor, back in [19]63, [19]64, and 

this young lady know. All the . . . Hanna May—Fannie—Hamer, and all the guys 

from Greenwood, Greenville, Jackson, used to come here and stay, back in the 

days. Stayed up till [19]69, I think. He used to carry me all around, back in the 

days. He was on the service station, used to be a service station he used to own 

across the highway, but I’m glad they made this inn, and Mama and me—you 

know, but he was a good man back in the day, he was trying to help all of us. 

That’s why I’m saying what I said about it. 

W: What does it mean to you to see the house like this and to see this— 

F: I wish that they’d bring it—do something about it, make a bookstore out of it, or 

whatever they gonna make out of it, because this here house go way back. I’m 

talking about when—when I first moved here. I stayed right there. And that used 

to be a drug store, right across there. I wish they’d make a bookstore out of this, 

or do something about it, because it’d really mean a whole lot to us down this 

end. But really, we ain’t been really taking care of it. Most people come and throw 

paper and stuff down in the yard, they don’t even recognize it no more. You know 

what I’m saying? 

W: How long have you lived in Cleveland? 

F: All my life. I’m sixty-four years old, and most people say I don’t look like it, but I’m 

sixty-four. But I wish they’d do something about it. Bring it back up to code, make 

a bookstore out of it, a museum or something, so we’ll still have something to 



MFP-087; Farmer; Page 2 
	  

come by and look at. And have something to say about it. I know they still 

bringing things on, but I still know two or three people around here, still come by 

and look at it, from over—on what highway—oh, rural, some people still come 

over here and stand out here and look at it and get back in their car and leave. 

But I wish they’d do something about it. That’s all I can say about it. 

W: When you look around, do you think that if it was improved, turned into a 

bookstore, do you think it would change the character of the neighborhood, or 

provide some more opportunities? 

F: Well, it would change a whole lot of things, because our young people, our kids 

coming up today, they need to have something to remember what we went 

through with, in that time. We were fighting to get our freedom. And I wish 

they’d—kids would have something to come to here, go in there and pick up a 

book or something, instead of study about it. And that’d be a whole lot of help to 

it. And for one thing, it would have a whole lot of people coming through it then. 

Right now, it just sitting there, it ain’t doing nothing. ‘Cause when we leave, who 

gonna tell them? Won’t be no young people around to say what we went through 

in our lifetime. They won’t have nothing to say about it. 

W: When you talk about fighting for your freedom, what kind of things were you 

doing when you were younger that showed you were fighting for your freedom? 

F: Going to marches, going to meetings, going to—getting locked up, and all this 

and, we been through hell in them days.  

W: Did you get locked up more than once? 
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F: More than once in Greenville, down in Jackson, different places, trying to make it 

go on. But we still here, some of us still here. 

W: The struggle continues, do you think that the sacrifices are still continuing, or is it 

different today? 

F: It’s different today. We still in learning. We’ll never get through learning, all the 

time. All the time, it’s just like, where we going—we’re going back a little bit. 

Where we’re trying to go forward, but we started going back a little bit. We still 

ain’t got it like we want it. If we get it like we want it, we’ll be all right, but all of us 

gotta come together. Can’t be no one, two. All of us have to come together, 

black, white, Creole, everybody. You can’t do it by yourself, because it won’t 

work. And we just did break in that barrier. You know that. 

W: What kind of things can we do to bring it together? What can we do? 

F: We need probably get more people, like now we getting houses, we getting 

places we gonna go to, and everything, but we need more jobs, we need more 

freedom. We need probably get Cleveland back up on the map. That’s the main 

thing. We’ve fallen in all kinds of categories, see. School, jobs, opportunities, 

trying to get—open businesses up, we’ve fallen. We ain’t coming farther. So, 

that’s the main thing. That’s what we were fighting back in the time, trying to get 

jobs, trying to get people back up on their feet, especially ones in the low 

brackets. We got more kids dropping out of school now in little bits, what we 

doing trying to get them back in school, that’s what we need. 

W: Why do you think they’re dropping out of school? 
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F: They ain’t got nothing else to do. If they had more of something to do, instead of 

running these streets and getting babies and all this stuff—be something 

different. But we ain’t got them on our mind no more. We want to sell, we wanna 

do this, we wanna do that, but we can’t. They think they’re out here doing 

something big, and we ain’t doing nothing big no more. Know what I’m saying? 

W: Mh-mm. Do you think it’s because of the leadership? Do we need new 

leadership? Better leadership? Is it a leadership issue? 

F: It’s both. It’s both. You can’t put down you put—it’s both. 

W: What’s your definition of leadership? What is a leader? 

F:  A person who comes in and tries to show us what we gonna do for our 

community. That’s the main thing. Show what we gonna do for our community, 

‘cause we falling out of the community. You know what I’m saying? We need 

probably bring it back up. We have more children now in little beds where we’re 

leaving—we didn’t know nothing about it. People robbing, people stealing, people 

doing everything now. And we ain’t used to have that. What we used to do—we 

might fight a little bit, but we ain’t have all this and what we got going on now. 

W: Could you tell me your full name from birth? 

F: Tommy Farmer. 

W: Could you spell that please? 

F: T-o-m-m-y F-a-r-m-e-r. 

W: Do you have a middle name? 

F: Lee. Fourth month twentieth day of [19]48. 

W: Where were you born? 
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F: Out here on a hog farm, used to be a hog farm, out here—out there on the 

railroad tracks. 

W: And who were your mom and dad? 

F: Well, all my people deceased. James Farmer, Miss Buelah B. Curtis, Miss Kemp, 

all—I ain’t got nobody here no more. Ain’t nobody but me, and I stay right there. 

W: If you could give a message to everybody everywhere about how to change 

things around, either here in Cleveland, or wherever they are, what would it be? 

F: I’d tell them, keep your pride, keep your kids in school. Try to get them some 

education, give them something they can go by, because they way things is now, 

we losing on every ground. We is. We ain’t got nothing to go to now, hardly. We 

need probably to get Cleveland back up on the map. That’s all I can say. 

W: And last thing is, for the next presidential election, who do you think is gonna win, 

and why? 

F: Well, it’s hard to say because one thing, the way things going now, I don’t know 

who gonna win and who gonna lose, because it’s up in there, but I hope we keep 

our same president. Even if we don’t, we’ll get somebody else to step in and do 

better, I don’t know. Nobody don’t know. And the one man that know that, that’s 

God. That’s all I’m saying—that’s all I can say about it. 

W: Thank you very much for speaking to me, sir. 

F: All right. Take care. 

 

[End of Interview] 

Transcribed by:  Anna Armitage January 24, 2014 
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